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apparent absence of a corpus callosum, and the marked
extent to which the cerebellum and insala were uncovered.
The hippocampal gyri were extremely broad, a condition
characteristic of microcephalic idiocy, as Professor D. J.

Canningham had pointed out some years ago. The second

paper, by Dr. Flashman, deals with the parieto-occipital
fissure in the brain of four Australian aborigines and

points out certain rudimentary features in the same which
indicate a stage of evolution less advanced than that of
the European brain. This paper is of special interest to

neurologists and anatomists. Dr. Flashman in another

paper gives a detailed account of all the fissures and sulci
of these brains, illustrated with reproductions of photo-
graphs and sections. The concluding paper in the volume
is by Dr. C Quaife and deals with certain technical methods
for the permanent preservation of specimens of the nervous
system prepared by the Golgi method. It contains some
useful hints on technique. The whole book is well got
up and the printing and illustrations are excellent. The

volume reflects credit on those concerned in the manage-
ment of the pathological laboratory of the Lunacy Depart-
ment, New South Wales, and gives promise of useful work
to follow. 

____

HEAVY RAINFALLS, AGRICULTURAL FAILURE,
AND THE NEED OF SCIENTIFIC AID.

ONE consequence of the heavy rainfall of last year should
not be overlooked by those who have the welfare of the 

country at heart. We allude to the impoverishment of the
soil owing to the soluble fertilising ingredients, especially
those containing nitrogen, being washed away by the re-

peated downpour. Apparently there is an impression
that the saturation of the earth during the last seasoi

will, if conditions are otherwise satisfactory, lead to a

"bumper" year for the agriculturist. This is a mistake,
for useful though a copious supply of moisture may be
there must be replacement of the essential manurial in-

gredients to bring out its full value. The present year
is therefore decidedly a year when the farmer should have
effective advice as to the condition and treatment of his

land. We have already called attention to the parlous
state to which analytical chemistry had been brought in
Ireland by the old bad system of "cumulative" appoint-
ments and we regret that the same cause is working evils in
this country. Some ten years ago the Fertilisers Act was

passed and was framed for agriculturists much on the lines
of the Sale of Food and Drugs Act. Unfortunately this
Act has been almost a dead letter, for the "district"

agricultural chemist, instead of being actively employed in
the country and an available servant to the farmers,
shielding them from imposture and benefiting them with
advice, is carrying on scientific agriculture shut up in a

laboratory in the city. This is the age of "personal
service" and the analytical chemist should be in evidence
or his sphere of usefulness will be sadly limited. The

benefits that a resident analytical and agricultural chemist
in each county could confer are boundless and the question
should form one for discussion by such a body as the
Institute nf Chemistry

PREMATURE DISCHARGE OF SCARLET FEVER
PATIENTS.

AT a meeting of the Metropolitan Asylums Board held
on Saturday, Jan. 9jh, a letter was read from the medical
officer of health of the Stepney borough council forwarding
details of four cases in which a fresh outbreak of scarlet
fever had followed the discharge of patients from the
Board’s hospital. The communication stated that the

council had had under consideration a letter from a resident
at Shadwell in which he stated that on Nov. 26th one of his
children was removed to one of the Board’s fever hospitals

suffering from scarlet fever and was discharged there-
from on Dec. 18th. On her arrival home there were distinct

signs of peeling. The result was that five days afterwards
a second daughter was seized with the same disease. More-
over, three other cases of premature discharge with con-
sequent infection of other patients had come before the
attention of the public health committee. The council
drew attention to the great danger to public health caused
by the action of the Board in discharging patients be-
fore they had finished peeling, thereby causing unnecessary
suffering to patients, great inconvenience to relatives, and
a large amount of additional expense to the ratepayers
generally. The letter concluded by asking that the cases
might be thoroughly investigated and for the Board’s obser-
vations thereon. It was decided to refer the letter to the

hospitals committee for consideration and report.

TWO NEW ROMAN OCULIST SEALS.

AN account of an oculist sea.! found at Rugles was given
in THE LANCET of Sept. 5th, 1903, p. 725. Two more will

now be reported upon but the first of them is only known
by a careful copy of the inscription made by an antiquary
named Garrucci whose note of it has recently been dis -

covered having remained hidden away among sundry papers
since 1867. The seal was disinterred at Arles in the Rhone

valley and its readings ara preserved among the notebooks
of the late Dr. Sichel who obtained them from Garrucci.
Dr. Sichel devoted a considerable amount of time to the
medical side of the evidence afforded by oculist seals and
published his results which have been much utilised by
scholars in studying new specimens from time to time. This

particular signet belonged to an oculist, Lucius Tettius

Sabinianus, and bore the following inscription, omitting
the fourfold repetition of his name :&mdash;

" L(ucii) Tetti(i) Sabinia(ni) authem(erum) ad lipp(itudinem)
diac(h)yl(um) ad cal(iginem)
.................. ad lippi(tudinem)
... diachol(es) ad dia(theses)."

The translation of the inscription is as follows :&mdash;
(Collyrium) authemerum of Lucius Tettius Sabinianus

against ophthalmia.
(Collyrium) of sugar of plants ...... against obscurities of

vision.
Collyrium ................................. against ophthalmia.
Collyrium of gall against diatheses." 

The first remedy appears to have been identical with another
collyrium mentioned by ancient medical authors but not

yet found upon oculist seals, known as I ’monohemera." 
The special characteristic of " authemerum " and

"monohemera" was rapidity of action, for they were
reputed to effect a cure, or considerable amelioration
of the symptoms, within a single day. Several formulae
for authemerum are given by ancient writers such as Paulus
lEgineta.1 The collyrium diachylum mentioned next in

order conveys its own meaning : it was a vegetable
sugar and has only once before been found upon a

seal and then without any addition to show the purpose
for which it was recommended. &AElig;tius, however, twice

speaks of it. Scribonius used it for "caligo," or defec-
tive vision. The seal of Gaius Valerius Amandus found
at the "Ballast Hole," near Biggleswade, and now in
the British Museum, mentions caligo, giving stactum
as its remedy-that is, oil of myrrh. 1h3 third line
of this seal does not require comment. Diacholes in the
fourth had gall (&dgr;i&agr;&khgr;o&lgr;&eegr;s) for its base. It was used to cure
leucoma and ulcerations of the cornea. All that can be
said about it is told by M. Villefosse and M. Thedenat iu
their " Cachets d’Oculistes Romains." The second seal is of

1 De Re Madic&acirc;, iii., 22.
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importance because its inscription is in Greek, it being the
third, or perhaps the fourth, yet known. It reads :&mdash;

&Dgr;i&kgr;&isin;&ngr;&tgr;&eegr;(&tgr;o&ngr;) = dicentetum.
k&ugr;&kgr;&ngr;(&agr;&rgr;&tgr;o&ngr;) = cycnarium.
X&lgr;&ohgr;&rgr;o&ngr; = chloron.

It was discovered in a lady’s tomb by Dr. Sauvage when
excavating a Merovingian cemetery at Boulogne. Dicen-
tetum was treated of in the notes upon the Rugles seal

published in THE LANCET of Sept. 5th. It means "of

special power," or strength. &AElig;tius gives its ingredients as
misy, sugar of poppies, verdigris, and gum. Cycnarium
occurs in Galen and in Paulus &AElig;gineta;2 it meant " swan-
coloured" (&kgr;&ugr;&kgr;&ngr;i&ograve;s)-i.e., white. Chloron (xawpos) was green ;
it occurs on the seal of A’riovistus found at Colchester.,"

THE ASSOCIATION OF CERTIFYING FACTORY
SURGEONS AND THE VENTILATION OF

FACTORIES AND WORKSHOPS.

AT the annual meeting of the Association of Certifying
Factory Surgeons held in May last year it was decided to
ask a special committee of the association to report on the
recommendations made in the first report of the depart-
mental committee appointed to inquire into the ventila-
tion of factories and workshops which was issued on

August 15th, 1902. This report was dealt with in
THE LANCET of Feb. 14th, 1903, p. 463. In regard to
the recommendations, which are given in extenso, we
stated that the first, which referred to limitations as to

the permissible amount of carbonic acid gas in the air,
is open to very grave objection," while we remarked that
the last two are devoted to recommending the general use
of Dr. Haldane’s apparatus." These points have now been
dealt with by the special committee appointed by the

Association of Certifying Factory Surgeons. In regard to

the sufficiency of a carbonic acid standard in all cases,
the committee points out that it does not follow neces-

sarily that if the proportion of carbon dioxide is found

to be below the limit the place is properly ventilated.
To quote one example, it is no uncommon practice
to have the entrance to a workplace protected by a

closed door and it is only on the business of the

factory inspector being known or made known to the

janitor behind the wicket that the desired entrance can be
obtained. Thus an opportunity is provided for "emergency"
ventilation before any samples can be taken. The special
committee suggests that the difiaculty might be overcome by
insisting on proper regard being given to the relationship
between ventilation and temperature. Obviously the intro-
duction of fresh air to sweep out impurities just before the
inspector’s visit would disturb the temperature of the room.
It is proposed that two thermometers should be fixed
in each room in such places that the degree of varia-

tion between them would be a guide to the recent open-
ing of windows. The special committee very seriously
questions the utility of any order based upon the standard of
13 volumes of carbonic acid in every 10,000 volumes of air
and it quotes a few important arguments against the adop-
tion of too low a standard of purity which we, think, are very
much to the point. It agrees that the standard should be

lowered when gas or oil is burning, though not to the extent-
namely, 21 parts per 10,000-recommended by the depart-
mental committee. It is suggested that a reasonable propor-
tion of carbon dioxide over and above that of the outside air
which might be allowed during gaslight would be double the
amount allowed in excess of outside air during daylight. In

any case the committee thinks, and we agree that it is quite
sound in principle, that the standard should be stated in terms

2 Ibid., viii., 16.
3 See Simpson, Monthly Journal of Medical Science, 1851, p. 250,

also &AElig;tius Tetrabiblos, iii., 3, 29.

of carbonic acid in excess of that found in a sample of outside
air taken at the same time. It is clearly not reasonable

that an employer in the outskirts of the city with better
natural facilities for ventilation should be allowed an. extra
volume of respiratory impurity over and above that conceded
to the employer in the town. In the case of Manchester,
for example, a difference of one volume of carbonic acid per
10,000 between the atmosphere of Manchester proper and the
immediate outskirts exists owing, not to respiratory im.

purities, but to smoke troubles and stagnant air. The prac-
tical utility of the suggesticn is doubted of asking inspectors
to conduct estimations of the amount of carbonic acid by
means of Dr. J. S. Haldane’s apparatus which is certainly
not simple and would require the attention of an expert.
There are much simpler methods which are sufficiently
accurate for the purpose. The committee concludes that an

equivalent of impurity to the extent of an additional five
volumes of carbon dioxide per 10,000 in excess of that
found outside would be a fair proportion to allow during
daylight and that double this amount cou’d reasonably be
allowed during gaslight. It is also of opinion that the basis
for legal proceedings should be one volume in excess of that
named for a daylight sample and two volumes in excess
in the case of samples taken during gaslight. It is added
that the limit suggested should also be made to apply to

cotton-cloth factories. The report is signed by T. F. Young,
Thomas Fort, and W. F. Dearden, the honorary secretary of
the association. 

____

FACIAL ERYSIPELAS FROM EROSIONS OF THE
NASAL SEPTUM.

IN the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal of Dec. 17th,
1903, Dr. J. W. Farlow calls attention to a source of facial
erysipelas which is not generally recognised-erosions of

the nasal septum. These may exist without attracting the
notice of the patient or the practitioner. He relates the fol-

lowing cases. A woman, aged 75 years, came under observa-
tion for occasional spasm of the throat. Nothing was found
except an erosion and crust on the right side of the septum
nasi. Two months later she was ill, with a temperature of
101" F. and headache. The septum was red and swollen
and there was marked erosion on the right side of the

septum, on which was pus. The bridge of the nose on the
right side was very red, tense, and painful, and the redness
was spreading towards the cheek and the eye. The secretion
was removed from the nose and antiseptic dressings and
powders were used. On the following morning the tempera-
ture was 103&deg; and the erysipelas had spread to the other side
of the face. The septum was again thoroughly cleansed and
the nose was kept free from secretion. On the next morning
she was much better. Recovery rapidly followed. The
treatment of the nose seemed to have prevented a fatal
result. In another case a woman, aged 40 years, had had
several severe attacks of facial erysipelas at frequent in-
tervals. There was a marked erosion of the septum which
Dr. Farlow treated. On one occasion subsequently the
septum became reddened and there was incipient redness
of the bridge of the nose as in the former attacks. The

nose was thoroughly cleansed and the symptoms dis-

appeared in a short time. During the remaining nine

years of life she had no more attacks. In a third case
a man, aged 52 years, had a severe attack of facial

erysipelas. When Dr. Farlow examined his nose at a later

period he found a marked septal erosion with bloody crusts.
Subsequently the nose became reddened and the patient
feared an attack of erysipelas ; but treatment of the septum
seemed to prevent the attack. None of these patients com-
plained of the nose sufficiently to have it examined, yet when
they came under Dr. Farlow’s care each had a large open
sore. At the Massachusetts General Hospital all cases of


